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Dermatology and its National Program for Dermatology 
Profile: Herbert Mescon, M.D., AAD Vice-
President 
The year: 1952. Herbert Mescon, M.D., a fledg-
ling in academic medicine, is made head (and only 
member) of the Department of Dermatology at 
Boston University School of Medicine. 
The year: 1975. Herbert Mescon, M.D., is 
Professor and Head of the Department of Derma-
tology at Boston University School of Medicine 
with a full-time hospital-medical school staff of 50. 
The evolution of Boston University's dermatol-
ogy department tells a lot about the new Vice-
President of the American Academv of Dermatol-
ogy. But there is a great deal mor~ to the story. 
"The staff growth has been accomplished with 
essentially the same budget allocation from the 
School of Medicine," said Dr. Mescon. "The 
money for departmental operation comes from 
such sources as research grants, consulting fees, 
and reimbursement for clinical investigation ser-
vices." A financially break-even skin pathology 
section examines 4,500 specimens a year. Still 
another side to Dr. Mescon is his interest in clinical 
practice. He not only carries a heavy load of 
administration of teaching and research, but also 
spends three half days a week in the office taking 
care of private patients. (Dr. Mescon and two of his 
senior departmental colleagues-John S. Strauss, 
M.D., and Peter E. Pochi, M.D.-have set up a 
private practice partnership entity which functions 
as part of the Medical Center.) 
New England has been Herb Mescon's home for 
some time and probably will be for many more 
years (he and his wife, Barbara, have just pur-
chased property on Cape Cod and are making 
plans to build). But a large portion of his early life 
was spent in New York and Philadelphia. The 
AAD Vice-President was raised in New York City, 
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Herbert Mescon, M.D. 
graduating from City College at the age of 19. By 
the time he was 23 he had a medical degree from 
University School of Medicine and was receiving 
advanced training in pathology at the Mallory 
Institute. His talents as a pathologist were put to 
use by the U. S. Army Medical Corp (in Alaska 
and Canada) for a three-year period. After service, 
his graduate training continued with a rotating 
internship at Lebanon Hospital in the Bronx, ~ew 
York, and a straight medical internship at Boston 
City Hospital. 
The years 1947~1952 were spent in Philadelphia. 
He was a Fellow in Dermatology and Syphilology 
and later on the staff of the Department of 
Dermatology of the University of Pennsylvania 
HospitaL For 24 months he also served with the 
first group of Damon Runyon Cancer Research 
Fellows-combining his expertise in pathology, 
histochemistry, and dermatology. 
In 1952, fresh from five years of intensive work 
under the tutelage of AAD Past President Donald 
M. Pillsburv, Herbert Mescon was asked to head 
the Depart~ent of Dermatology at Boston Univer-
sity School of Medicine. The rest is dermatology 
history. 
In the ensuing years, he was elected to the 
Presidencies of the New England Dermatological 
Society and the Societ,v for Investigative Derma-
tology. 
The years have been good to Dr. Mescon, person-
ally as well as professionally. He and his wife, 
Barbara, have four children-two boys and two 
274 
Apri/1975 
girls. With the exception of the oldest girl. who is 
married, all are in college. 
Barbara has not wanted for things to do. When 
the children were growing up, she did volunteer 
work at the hospital, eventually becoming Presi-
dent of the Hospital Aid Association at the Univer-
sity Medical Center. Just recently Mrs. Mescon 
has made a major career decision of her own: she 
has become a professional travel agent. Her inter-
est in travel has probably been whetted by the 
invitations her husband receives to speak at over-
seas meetings. (The AAD Vice-President, for in-
stance, was the chief guest lecturer at the 25th 
Annual Meeting of the Indian Medical Society.) 
When you pin Herb Mescon down on the high-
lights of his 23 years in Boston, he cites a "proud 
moment" and a "biggest regret." The proud mo-
ment: when the students at Boston University 
School of Medicine chose him for election to AOA 
(an honor given to few faculty members). The 
biggest regret: not being able to beat his children 
at tennis (they are all champions). 
Four Made Honorary Members of ADD 
Honorary memberships in the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology have been bestowed on four 
prominent dermatologists-bringing the total 
number of Honorary Members of the Academy to 
nine. 
Cited for the honor were Robert R. Kierland, 
M.D., Rochester, Minn.; Francis W. Lynch, M.D., 
St. Paul, Minn.; J. L. Pipkin, M.D., San Antonio, 
Texas; and Samuel J. Zakon, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Meanwhile, the AAD Committee on Member-
ship, meeting in Chicago, recommended that 332 
dermatologic scientists be accepted in four mem-
bership categories. These are: 88 Fellows, 200 
Associates, 27 Affiliates. and 17 Non-resident Fel-
lows. 
Status of Home Study Program 
Projected plans for the American Academy of 
Dermatology's Home Study Program are to have 
four programs available for subscription at the 
time of the 1975 AAD meeting in San Francisco. 
One program, on Malignant Melanoma, has 
already been completed under the supervision of 
an Academy Committee headed by Thomas B. 
Fitzpatrick, M.D., Boston, Mass. This program-
prototype for future efforts-has been "tested" on 
a panel of 40 to 50 dermatologists to provide 
guidance in evaluation of format and in determin· 
ing feasibility of distribution methods. The AAD 
Home Study Program is being prepared with the 
assistance of Syntex Laboratories, Inc. 
Other members of the Home Study Program 
Committee are: Ervin Epstein, Sr .. M.D., Oak-
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land, Calif.; James H. Graham, M.D., Orange, 
Calif.; AlfrPd W. Kopf, M.D., New York, N. Y.; 
Marie-Louise Johnson, M.D., New York, N. Y.; 
Victor D. Newcomer, M.D., Santa Monica, Calif.; 
Milton R. Okun, M.D., Needham, Mass.; and E. 
William Rosenberg, M.D., Memphis, Tenn. 
Dermatology History To Be Discussed 
A history of dermatology roundtable discussion 
is scheduled at the 50th Anniversary Meeting of 
the American Association for the History of Medi-
cine on Thursday, May 1, 1975, in Philadelphia. 
The workshop is co-sponsored by the American 
Academy of Dermatology under the direction of 
AAD Historian, Lawrence Charles Parish, M.D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. According to Dr. Parish, this is 
the first time that a workshop has been held on 
the history of a specialty. The American Associa-
tion for the History of Medicine (which will meet 
in Philadelphia April 30th to March 3rd) hopes 
that the session will be a prototype for similar dis-
cussions by other specialties. 
Search Under Way for Gruber Awardees 
Rudolf L. Baer, M.D., New York, N. Y., AAD 
President, has announced the appointment of a 
Selection Committee to choose the 1975 Lila 
Gruber Cancer Research Awardee and the Lila 
Gruber Young Scientist Awardee. Dr. Baer said the 
Committee is reviewing a list of possible candi-
dates for the 1975 honors. Both awardees, who will 
receive stipends of $7,500 and $2,500. respectively, 
will give major presentations at the 34th Annual 
Meeting of the Academy in San Francisco, Decem-
ber 6-11, 1975. 
Survey Shows Use of Ionizing Radiation 
A survey conducted by a Task Force of the 
AAD's National Program for Dermatology shows 
that more than half (55.5Sf) of the respondents 
have superficial x-ray and/or Grenz ray equipment 
available in their dermatologic offices and 44.3% 
use x-ray therapy every week. The Task Force 
on Ionizing Radiation, headed by Herbert Gold-
schmidt, M.D., Philadelphia. Pa., surveyed 4,560 
dermatologists in the United States and Canada; 
2,444 replies were received and evaluated. 
Other survey results: frequency of use of x-ray 
therapy is directly proportional to patient load per 
week, percentage of patients with skin cancer 
treated per week, and number of years in practice; 
main indications for superficial x-ray therapy are 
basal cell cancers (89.3%), squamous cell cancers 
(79.8<;.;), mycosis fungoides (78.5%), Kaposi's sar-
coma (74.6%), lymphocytoma (55.8<;.;), and keloids 
(55.5%). 
